In the title compound, [ZnCl 2 (C 14 H 12 N 2 ) 2 ], the Zn II atom exhibits a distorted tetrahedral coordination geometry involving two chloride anions and two N-atom donors from 1-benzyl-1H-benzimidazole ligands. In both ligands, the benzyl and benzimidazole rings are nearly perpendicular [dihedral angles = 81.7 (2) and 81. 5 (2) ]. The two benzimidazole systems are essentially planar [maximum deviations = 0.015 (3) and 0.020 (2) Å ] and form a dihedral angle of 78.09 (8) . In the crystal, centrosymmetrically related molecules are linked by pairs of C-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds into chains parallel to the a axis.
Related literature
For background to the biochemical properties of benzimidazole derivatives, see: Mann et al. (2001) ; Naithani et al. (1990) ; Goudgaon et al. (2004) . For the structures of related compounds see: Abdel-Ghani & Mansour (2011 , 2012 ; Ahuja & Prasad (1976) .
Experimental
Crystal data [ZnCl 2 (C 14 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON (Spek, 2009) and publCIF (Westrip, 2010 Benzimidazole derivatives are important pharmacophores in drug discovery, possessing pharmacological properties including antitumor (Mann et al., 2001) , anti-Parkinson (Naithani et al., 1990) and antimicrobial (Goudgaon et al., 2004) activities. A considerable number of metal benzimidazole complexes including Cr, Mn, Fe, Co, Ni, Zn, Pd, Pt, Au, and Re has been reported (Abdel-Ghani & Mansour, 2011 , 2012 . Metal complexes of biologically important ligands were sometimes more effective than the free ligands (Ahuja & Prasad, 1976) .
The crystal structure of the title compound, show that the Zn II ion adopts a distorted tetrahedral coordination arising from two N-atom donors from organic ligands and a two Cl -anions (Fig. 1) . The fused five-and six-membered rings are nearly coplanar with dihedral angles between them of 1.0 (2)° and 1.6 (2)° respectively. The dihedral angle between the two benzimidazole systems is of 78.09 (8)°. Each benzyl ring (C1-C6 and C15-C20) is virtually perpendicular to the benzimidazole system belonging to the same molecule (N1/N2/C8-C14 and N3/N4/C22-C28) as indicated by the dihedral angles between them of 81.7 (2)° and 81.5 (2)°, respectively. In the crystal, centrosymmetrically-related molecules are linked by C-H···Cl hydrogen bonds (Table 1) into chains running parallel to the a axis.
The title compound was prepared by the reaction of ZnCl 2 (164 mg, 1.2 mmol) in water (10 ml) and 1-benzyl-1H-benzimidazole (500 mg, 2.4 mmol) in ethanol (10 ml). The mixture was stirred for 12 h, filtered and set aside to crystallize at ambient temperature for several days, giving colourless single crystals on slow evaporation of the solvent.
Refinement
H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and treated as riding with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å (methylene), and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C). Three outliers (0 0 1, 1 0 0, 0 1 0) were omitted in the last cycles of refinement.
Computing details
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 );
program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON (Spek, 2009) and publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are represented as small circles.
Bis(1-benzyl-1H-benzimidazole-κN 3 )dichloridozinc
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